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Where philosophy is taught in France

Philosophy is taught in France mainly in two institutions
In high schools, but only during the last year of the high school teaching, i.e.
at the terminal class that leads to the “baccalauréat”, the year that precedes
immediately the first year at the University.

At the University (in philosophy Departments) and in other institutions of
higher education, called in France “les grandes écoles” (the “Great schools”)
i.e. the famous “Écoles normales supérieures” (Rue d’Ulm, ENS Lyon), École
Polytechnique, Écoles de commerce (Business Schools) (e.g. HEC), etc. and
therefore in all preparatory schools of higher education that prepare to the
national competitions to obtain the right to study in such or such “Great
school”. (Commentary and philosophical essay are exercises in almost all
competitions for theses “Great schools”, including the scientific ones.)
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Who teach philosophy in France

In high schools
In high schools, except those who are in a position as non-incumbents or
some who teach in private schools, all philosophy teachers are state officials
who succeeded either the “CAPES de philosophie” (Certificate of Proficiency
in Secondary Education in philosophy) or the more prestigious “agrégation de
philosophie”. The rules and the jury for these competitions are strictly
national, the written tests are based on a blind refereeing system, and the
members of jury ignore the results of these tests when the admissible
candidates give their lessons tests.
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Who teach philosophy in France

In higher education
In higher education the recruitment system is both less national (i.e. more local)
and more complex.

At the University. For example, to participate to the competition for getting
a position of “Maître de conférences” (i.e. “Lecturer” or “Associate
Professor”) or position of Professor at Lorraine University:

1 a qualification pre-selection is made by the “CNU (National Concil of
Universities)”

2 the selection for each position (each job) is made by a selection committee
composed by colleagues of the philosophy Department of LU, and at least
50% of colleagues that do not belong to LU.

3 But the final decision is in the hands of the Administration Concil (“C.A.”) of
LU who can break the decision.

In other institutions like for example the preparatory classes (that are at the
level of Universities but that exist in high schools), the recruitment is made
only by the General Inspectorate of Philosophy on the base of the C.V. of
each candidates.

NB: It is not disputable that those from the Ecole Normale Supérieure enjoy a big
avantage for getting positions in higher education (around 60% of ENS students
get a position in higher education).
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What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.

From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)

Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.

4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in
higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

There is of course not “official philosophy”, neither in France nor in European
Union (I hope so). Philosophy is at it was in Greek Antiquity, an activity that
is both rational and free.
From high school to University, philosophy teachers have the feeling to
belong to a community, and there is no doubt that the “agrégation de
philosophie” plays an important role in this feeling. (It is not impossible but
very difficult to get a professor position in higher education for philosophy
without having obtained the “agrégation”.)
Even if the plurality of the philosophical culture is recognized, there are some
philosophical currents that are well represented and some are less.

1 The history of philosophy in general is considered as basic in philosophical
teaching.

2 What is often misnamed “German philosophy” is considered as important,
probably as important as the “Modern philosophy”.

3 Political philosophy is also largely taught.
4 Analytic philosophy, mathematical logic and history of science are taught in

higher education, but not very largely, remaining in minority and isolated.

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 8 / 11



Conclusion

1 Where philosophy is taught in France

2 Who teach philosophy in France

3 What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?

4 Conclusion

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 9 / 11



Conclusion

The teaching of philosophy in France is often the occasion for pedagogical and
political debates. It is rightly considered as an important teaching, but I believe,
maybe in a pessimistic way, that a lot of teachers at all levels feel that it is
nowadays a task more and more difficult.
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Conclusion

References
http://media.education.gouv.fr/file/37/7/3377.pdf
https://www.democratisation-scolaire.fr/spip.php?article182
http://www.slate.fr/story/23119/
pourquoi-la-france-tient-tant-la-philo
http://www.devenirenseignant.gouv.fr/cid98730/
les-epreuves-de-l-agregation-externe-section-philosophie.html
http://www.philopsis.fr/spip.php?article1
http://www.ens.fr/l-ecole-1/faits-et-chiffres/
https://wiki.dit.ens-rennes.fr/DIT/Dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/
dit:documents:devenir_des_normaliens_ulm.pdf

Joseph Vidal-Rosset (Université de Lorraine) Teaching philosophy in France 11 / 11

http://media.education.gouv.fr/file/37/7/3377.pdf
https://www.democratisation-scolaire.fr/spip.php?article182
http://www.slate.fr/story/23119/pourquoi-la-france-tient-tant-la-philo
http://www.slate.fr/story/23119/pourquoi-la-france-tient-tant-la-philo
http://www.devenirenseignant.gouv.fr/cid98730/les-epreuves-de-l-agregation-externe-section-philosophie.html
http://www.devenirenseignant.gouv.fr/cid98730/les-epreuves-de-l-agregation-externe-section-philosophie.html
http://www.philopsis.fr/spip.php?article1
http://www.ens.fr/l-ecole-1/faits-et-chiffres/
https://wiki.dit.ens-rennes.fr/DIT/Dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/dit:documents:devenir_des_normaliens_ulm.pdf 
https://wiki.dit.ens-rennes.fr/DIT/Dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php/dit:documents:devenir_des_normaliens_ulm.pdf 

	Where philosophy is taught in France
	Who teach philosophy in France
	What sort of philosophy is mainly taught in France ?
	Conclusion

